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The Freedom of Authority. Essays in Apologetics. By J. McBride 
Sterrett, D.D., the Head Professor of Philosophy in The George Washing- 
ton University. New York: The Macmillan Co. 1905. 

In the volume before us Professor Sterrett has brought togeth- 
er a mass of more or less heterogeneous material, which, how- 
ever, is linked together by a certain continuity of thought. His 
point of view is that of idealistic philosophy : his method may be 
described as a combination of that of Kant and that of Hegel, 
with a predominance of the Hegelian element. From this point 
of view and by this method he deals with diverse phases and 
products of contemporary thought, ranging over a large variety 
of subjects. The main thesis of the book is that the two prin- 
ciples of Reason and Authority, whether in religion or in philos- 
ophy or in life as a whole, are not incompatible, but rather, in 
the last analysis, coincide in a perfect unity. In other words, 
Professor Sterrett aims to show at once the authority of reason 
and the reason of authority. 

Perhaps the most significant and valuable portion of the book 
is that which deals with those distinguished representatives of 
rationalistic thought, the Protestant scholars Harnack and the 
late Auguste Sabatier, and the Catholic M. Alfred Loisy. Sa- 
batier and Harnack are dealt with in Chapter II ; Loisy in Chap- 
ter III. Harnack's attempt to find an "Urchristenthum," or 
original Christianity by the process of abstraction, or, in other 
words, by reducing the Christian religion to a few simple orig- 
inal ideas held and taught by Jesus Himself, is strongly criti- 
cised. Dr. Sterrett maintains the concrete reality of Christian- 
ity as an organic, historical religion, which cannot be adequately 
understood from its first germinal beginnings, but must be stud- 
ied in its realized actuality, as it has come down to us through 
the ages, embodied in the Church as an institution. The dis- 
tinguished German historian is therefore faulted as applying to 
the study of Christianity a thoroughly unhistorical method. 

The late M. Auguste Sabatier, sometime Dean of the Protes- 
tant Faculty of Theology in Paris, is known as an able and bril- 
liant champion of freedom in theology. His position is fully 
set forth in his latest book published during his life-time, "Re- 
ligions of Authority and the Religion of the Spirit, ' ' in which 
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very title is implied the antithesis between authority and spirit- 
uality. In his explanation of the rise and development of dog- 
ma, M. Sabatier follows the psychological method. Dogmas are 
the product of the human spirit in its gradual and progressive 
apprehension of truth. Their value, their authority is purely 
relative. No sooner has a dogma been fully and adequately 
worked out, and cast into a formula or a definition than it has al- 
ready begun to be effete and outworn. As against this purely 
subjective method Dr. Sterrett maintains the validity of that 
objective reason which is embodied in the institutions of society, 
the State and the Church ; institutions which while they may 
indeed be regarded from one point of view as human develop- 
ments, are yet, from a higher point of view seen to embody Di- 
vine truth, and to be manifestations of the life of the Divine 
Spirit. 

M. Loisy occupies, as one would expect, a widely different po- 
sition from Sabatier and Harnack. His conception of Chris- 
tianity is neither that of a colorless abstraction, composed of a 
few general conceptions, nor is it that of a changing current of 
ideas whose outward expression is constantly being revised and 
modified. Rather does Loisy regard Christianity as an object- 
ive institution, which he identifies with the empirical Roman 
Catholic Church. While Harnack in answering the question, 
"What is Christianity?" confines himself to the historical be- 
ginnings of the Christian religion in the life and teachings of 
Jesus of Nazareth, treating of these from the humanitarian point 
of view, and thus sacrificing the supernatural to the natural, pre- 
cisely the opposite is the course pursued by M. Loisy. The lat- 
ter finds in Chritsianity a transcendent, supernatural system ; 
to his mind Christian dogmas have no necessary or vital connec- 
tion with the natural, historical fact. The resurrection of Christ, 
for example, is to be regarded not as a fact in the historical order, 
but as a truth in the spiritual order; it is not susceptible of proof 
by the "scientific" method. No; for it is a truth, having its 
origin in faith, so makes its appeal to and establishes its va- 
lidity by faith alone. The same is true of the Nicene dogma 
of the divinity of Jesus Christ ; it is a product of the Christian 
consciousness, not a matter which is susceptible of scientific or 
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historical proof. It is interesting to note how the Catholic Loisy 
here approaches the subjectivism of the Protestant Sabatier. As 
Dr. Sterrett well points out, 1 while Loisy arrives at conclusions 
which are so diametrically opposed to those of Sabatier and of 
Harnack, yet his principles and his method are liable to the 
same criticism as are theirs. All three of these thinkers are 
charged with making an undue and improper use of the method 
of abstraction; their procedure is to pick out some one or an- 
other factor in the great complex datum of Christianity, and to 
emphasize that in a quite one-sided way. Harnack, for example, 
selects the naturalistic, humanistic side of the life and teachings 
of the Founder of Christianity, and eliminates the supernatural 
element. Sabatier gives an exclusively psychological explanation 
of the origin and development of dogma, overlooking its rational 
and synthetic unity, and its resultant authority. Loisy makes 
an absolute antithesis between Nature, Science and History on 
the one hand, and Spirit, Faith and Grace on the other ; and 
then proceeds to develop his conception of religion purely upon 
the latter basis, without any admixture of so gross a thing as 
physical fact. The method of each and all of these three distin- 
guished thinkers, as Dr. Sterrett so well and strongly argues, 
is unduly analytical and abstract. They either fail to recognize 
immanent Reason as existing in Nature and in History, or else 
they fail to perceive that same Reason as existing in Church and 
Creed ; and in consequence no one of these brilliant minds suc- 
ceeds in giving an adequate or satisfactory answer to the ques- 
tion, "What is Christianity?" 

Having thus dealt in able and vigorous fashion with these the- 
ological and religious thinkers, Professor Sterrett in his fourth 
chapter deals with the present-day school of "scientific" histori- 
ans, against whom he brings the indictment that they confine 
themselves unduly within the narrow limits of physical catego- 
ries in the account which they give of human deeds and develop- 
ments ; neglecting those ideal and spiritual factors which have 
energized in all human progress. 

From what has been said, it will perhaps be sufficiently appar- 
ent that the present volume is a worthy and valuable contribu- 

IU The Freedom of Authority," pp. 120-122. 
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tion to the discussion of many present-day problems of the great- 
est interest and importance. The remaining chapters of the 
book consist for the most part of reprints of former articles bear- 
ing upon the general subject of Reason and Authority in Re- 
ligion, Ethics of Creed Conformity, etc. The result of this 
somewhat arbitrary combination of parts is that the work as a 
whole is lacking in unity. In its style the book betrays a cer- 
tain degree of professorial mannerism and somewhat of the at- 
mosphere of the lecture-room haunts its pages. One thing more 
(to complete the ungracious task of criticism) needs to be re- 
marked ; and that is, the evidence which the book gives, espec- 
ially in certain parts, of very careless proof reading. We shall 
not cite instances ; enough to say that they are numerous ; a fact 
which is the more unfortunate in a volume which bears upon its 
title-page at once the well-known name of Sterrett as author and 
of Macmillan as publisher. 

W. S. Bishop. 

The Commonwealth of Man. By Robert Afton Holland, S.T.D. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons: New York and London. 1905. 

Dr. Holland's book owes its existence to a two-fold occasion. 
The substance of the discourses of which it consists was, as the 
author says, delivered, though in another form, in the year 1894 
to the students of the University of Michigan, on the Slocum 
lectureship foundation ; but, owing to ill-health on the part of 
the author, the lectures were not published at that time. "Six 
years afterwards, when Markham's thunderous poem" ("The 
Man with the Hoe") "was still reverberant, I (undertook) a 
course of sermons on the socialistic fallacies which that poem 
had set to stormf ul music. ' ' To this latter occasion the present 
volume owes its form. It may be described as the rhetorical 
and poetical utterance of a polemical divine against the chant of 
Socialism; an utterance fervid in spirit, brilliant in expression, 
and withal weighty in thought and argument ; yet breathing 
somewhat more of the ardor of the advocate than of the calm im- 
partiality of the judge. Yet a strong line of philosophical thought 
underlies the brilliant and rhetorical expression. Dr. Holland's 
intellectual stand-point is that of Hegel. Now Hegel, as is well 



